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The  Junior  and  Senior  High  School  Programs  of  Study  contain 
the  official  statements  with  respect  to  individual  courses. 
The  information  contained  in  the  Curriculum  Guide  is 
prescriptive  insofar  as  the  content  duplicates  that  given 
in  the  Programs  of  Study.   In  addition  to  content,  however, 
the  Curriculum  Guide  contains  aids  and  suggestions  which 
are  intended  for  more  effective  implementation  of  the 
official  program. 
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I.   INTRODUCTION 


A.   WHY  LEARN  A  SECOND  LANGUAGE? 


Ever  increasing  technological  advances  in  communication  and 
transportation  will  make  most  Canadians  truly  citizens  of  the  global 
community  and  will  bring  the  present  generation  in  contact  with  other 
cultures . 

The  objectives  for  studying  a  second  language  should  be  based  not 
only  on  the  practical  aim  of  acquiring  the  tools  of  communication,  but 
also  on  the  humanistic  goal  of  appreciating  other  cultures ,   Thus ,  the 
learning  of  a  second  language  provides  the  student  with  a  substantial 
body  of  useful  linguistic  skills.   Furthermore,  he  will  develop  certain 
insights  into  sociological  and  cultural  attitudes  as  reflected  by  the 
language . 


B.   WHY  LEARN  GERMAN? 


The  German  people  have  offered  much  to  mankind  in  the  humanities  , 
the  social  and  the  natural  sciences.   Consequently.,  in  most  advanced 
studies s  be  they  philosophy,  psychology,  theology,  music ,  physics  or 
others,  the  knowledge  of  German  is  an  important  research  tool.   Much 
technical  literature  published  in  German  is  unavailable  in  translation 
and  only  accessible  to  those  who  know  this  language. 

German  is  spoken  by  approximately  one  hundred  million  people.   Of 
these  about  sixty-two  million  live  in  the  German  Federal  Republic, 
seventeen  million  in  the  German  Democratic  Republic ,  seven  million  in 
Austria,  four  million  in  Switzerland  and  a  substantial  number  in  the 
Americas,  in  Australia,  and  in  South  and  East  Africa. 

According  to  the  Canadian  census  of  1961,  the  Germans  formed  the 
third  largest  ethnic  group,  numbering  some  1,156,000.   The  majority  is 
concentrated  in  the  three  Prairie  Provinces,  where  they  constitute  more 
than  twelve  per  cent  of  the  population.   The  German  people  form  the 
second  largest  ethnic  group  in  Alberta,  representing  fourteen  per  cent 
of  the  total  population.   In  1961,  563,700  Canadian  residents  still 
listed  German  as  their  mother  ton^u:.   In  Canada,  many  newspapers  and 


periodicals  are  published  regularly  in  the  German  language.   Radio  and 
television  programs  are  broadcast  in  this  language  and  German  movies 
are  shown  regularly  in  the  larger  urban  centres.   The  Canadian  student 
of  German,  particularly  in  the  West,  learns  a  language  which  is  used  by 
thousands  of  Canadians.   He  will  find  ample  opportunity  to  practice 
speaking  with  people  who  still  use  German  for  daily  communication.   He 
will  also  get  to  know  the  historical  and  cultural  background  of  an 
important  segment  of  the  Canadian  population. 

The  study  of  German  is  an  integral  part  of  post  secondary  education 
in  Canada  and  the  United  States.   According  to  the  1969  Bibliography 
of  the  Modern  Language  Association  of  America,  German  language  and 
literature  are  offered  at  310  junior  colleges  and  977  four-year  colleges 
and  universities  in  North  America. 


C.   THE  LEARNING  PROCESS  AS  IT  RELATES  TO  THE  NATURE  OF  LANGUAGE 


For  more  than  a  decade  the  science  of  linguistics  has  offered  many 
insights  into  the  nature  of  language,  which  have  influenced  the 
methodology  of  second  language  instruction.   Frank  Grittner-*-  states 
that  linguistic  science  has  three  main  implications  for  the  teaching 
of  second  languages: 

1.  Language  is  a  system  of  sound  symbols.   These  sounds  must 
be  learned  not  only  as  individual  entities  but  also  as  they 
function  in  the  normal  flow  of  speech. 

2.  The  process  of  learning  to  use  the  sound  system  must  not  be 
contaminated  by  improper  introduction  of  the  writing  system. 
The  two  must  be  kept  distinctly  separate  in  the  student's 
mind. 

3.  Intensive  oral  drill  must  be  directed  toward  the  conflict 
points.   There  are  sounds,  structures,  and  word  orders  in 
the  foreign  language  which  differ  greatly  from  those  of 
English  (or  which  are  non-existent  in  English)  and  which, 
therefore,  present  a  major  learning  problem. 

These  points  stress  the  primacy  of  the  oral  aspect  of  language,  for  man 

learns  to  communicate  first  in  an  oral  fashion  and  only  much  later 

through  the  written  word.   It  is  also  important  to  realize  the  significance 


1 Frank  M.  Grittner,  Teaching  Foreign  Languages.      Don  Mills: 
Fitzhenry  and  Whiteside  Ltd.,  1969,  pages  55-56. 


of  some  of  the  arbitrary  conventions  of  both  the  oral  and  written 
language.   Second  language  instruction  must  recognize  the  phonetic  and 
structural  differences  between  the  native  and  target  languages  in  order 
to  develop  a  methodology  which  will  attempt  to  overcome  this  problem 
of  negative  transfer. 


II.   OBJECTIVES 


The  long  range  goals  in  the  study  of  modern  languages  other  than 
English  are  effective  communication  and  cultural  understanding.   The 
specific  goals  are: 

a.  To  understand  the  language  when  spoken  at  normal  speed  on 
a  subject  within  the  range  of  a  student's  experience. 

b.  To  speak  well  enough  to  communicate  with  a  native  speaker 
on  a  subject  within  the  range  of  the  student's  experience. 

c.  To  write,  using  authentic  patterns  of  the  language. 

d.  To  read  with  direct  understanding,  without  recourse  to 
English  translation,  material  on  a  general  subject. 

e.  To  understand  linguistic  concepts,  such  as  the  nature  of 
language  and  how  it  functions  through  its  structural 
system. 

f.  To  understand,  through  the  language,  the  contemporary  values 
and  behavior  patterns  of  the  people  whose  language  is  being 
studied. 

g.  To  acquire  an  understanding  of  the  significant  relationships 
between  the  features  of  the  area  or  country  (geographic, 
economic,  political,  historical)  and  the  language  itself. 

h.   To  develop  an  understanding  of  the  literary  and  cultural 
heritage  of  the  people  whose  language  is  studied. 2 


2Adapted  from  Guidelines  for  NDEA  Title   JJJ,  issued  by  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare,  Bureau  of  Educational 
Assistance  Programs,  January,  1965. 


III.   IMPLEMENTATION  OF  THE  GERMAN  LANGUAGE  PROGRAM 


A.   RECOMMENDATIONS 


The  following  instructional  materials  are  recommended  for  use  in 
the  junior  high  school  program: 


Rehder,  H.  et  al.,  Deutsch, 

Deutsche 


Verstehen  und  Spreahen 

Verstehen  und  Spreahen  -  Ubungsbuch 


Holt ,  Rinehart  and  Winston 
833  Oxford  Street 
Toronto  18  ,  Ontario 

At  the  senior  high  school  level  the  following  instructional  materials 
are  recommended : 

German  10 


Rehder,  H.  et  al. ,  Deutsah. 

Deutsch. 


Verstehen  und  Spreahen 

Verstehen  und  Spreahen   -  Ubungsbuch 

Holt ,  Rinehart  and  Winston 
833  Oxford  Street 
Toronto  18 ,  Ontario 


German  20 


Scherer,  G.A.C.,  H.H.  Wangler,  Contemporary  German 

Contemporary  German  -  Workbook 

McGraw-Hill  of  Canada 
330  Progress  Avenue 
Scarborough,  Ontario 

and/or  Rehder,  H.  et  al.,  Deutsch:     Spreahen  und  Lesen 

Holt ,  Rinehart  and  Winston 
833  Oxford  Street 
Toronto  18 ,  Ontario 


German  30 


Scherer,  G.A.C.,  H.H.  Wangler,  Contemporary  German 

Contemporary  German  -  Workbook 

McGraw-Hill  of  Canada 
330  Progress  Avenue 
Scarborough,  Ontario 


and/or  Rehder,  H.  et  al. ,  Deutsch:     Sprechen  und  Lesen 

Holt ,  Rinehart  and  Winston 
833  Oxford  Street 
Toronto  18 ,  Ontario 

or  Homberger,  C.P.,  J.  F.  Ebelke,  Foundation  Course  in  German 

D.  C.  Heath,  Canada 
Suite  1408 

100  Adelaide  Street  W. 
Toronto  1,  Ontario 


B.   SUGGESTED  MINIMUM  COURSE  CONTENT 


1.  Suggested  Course  Content  in  the  Junior  High  Grades. 

Text:   Rehder,  H. ,  Deutsch:      Verstehen  und  Sprechen.      Units  1-15  are 
suggested  as  the  content  for  the  junior  high  school  program. 
If  time  permits,  teachers  may  wish  to  continue  with  as  many 
of  the  remaining  five  lessons  as  feasible. 

2.  Suggested  Course  Content  in  the  Senior  High  Grades. 
German  10 

Text:  Rehder,  H. ,  Deutsch:     Verstehen  und  Sprechen. 

Related  Materials:   Use  of  all  teaching  aids  prepared  by  the  authors  to 
accompany  the  textbook  is  strongly  recommended;  the  Teacher's 
Edition,  the  Ubungsbuch,  the  Tape  Recordings,  tests  and  flashcards 
offer  invaluable  assistance  in  teaching  this  course. 

Suggested  Course  Content:   Units  1-15.   It  is  recommended  that  more 
units  be  done  if  time  permits. 

German  20 

Text:   Scherer,  G.A.C.  and  H.  H.  Wangler,  Contemporary  German   is 
recommended  as  an  alternative  text  for  German,  effective 
September,  1969. 

Related  Materials:   Use  of  all  teaching  aids  prepared  by  the  authors  to 
accompany  the  textbook  is  recommended;  the  Instructor's  Handbook, 
the  Workbook,  and  the  Tapes. 

Suggested  Course  Content:   Chapters  1-12. 


Previous  Recommendation 

Text:   Rehder,  H.  ,  Deutsch:      Sprechen  und  Lesen. 

Related  Materials:   Use  of  the  Teacher's  Manual  and  the  Tape  Recordings, 
texts,  display  photographs  and  filmstrips  is  useful. 

German  30 

Text:   Scherer,  G.A.C.  and  H.H.  Wangler,  Contemporary  German   is 

recommended  as  an  alternative  text  for  German  30,  effective 
September,  1970. 

Related  Materials:   Use  of  all  teaching  aids  prepared  by  the  authors  to 
accompany  the  textbook  is  recommended;  the  Instructor's  Handbook, 
the  Workbooks,  and  the  Tapes. 

Suggested  Course  Content:   Lessons  13-23. 

Previous  Recommendation 

Text:  Homberger,  C.P.  and  J.  F.  Ebelke,  Foundation  Course  in  German, 
(Revised  Edition). 

Related  Materials:   Use  of  the  accompanying  Tape  Recordings  is  recommended, 


NOTE: 


Teachers  are  encouraged  to  choose  from  the  variety  of  the 
recommended  instructional  materials.   Some  teachers  find 
that  Sprechen  und  Lesen   is  deficient  in  exercise  drills 
whereas  Contemporary  German   lacks  reading  content  and 
question  and  answer  stimuli,   These  two  texts  have  been 
found  to  work  well  together  for  German  20  and  30.   Some 
teachers  may  wish  to  continue  to  use  Foundation  Course  in 
German   in  German  30  after  Sprechen  und  Lesen   in  German  20. 
Teacher  experience  will  indicate  what  is  best.   This  does 
not  mean  that  any  school  jurisdiction  has  to  obtain  more 
than  one  text.   Some  districts  may  still  have  copies  of 
the  former  recommendations  and  can  use  them  as  they  wish. 

The  Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  German  would  be  pleased  to  hear 
opinions  from  teachers  regarding  improvements  in  the 
curriculum. 


C.   ADMINISTRATIVE  CONSIDERATIONS 


Before  reaching  a  decision  regarding  the  amount  of  time  which  might 
be  allocated  to  the  German  program  in  a  school,  administrators  and 
teachers  are  invited  to  consider  the  following  principles. 

1.   All  interested  students  should  be  permitted  to  continue  or 
to  begin  the  study  of  a  language  other  than  English  on  a 
sequential  basis  so  that  progress  in  this  language  may  be 
continued  through  the  secondary  school  years. 

?.   Schools  should  consider  for  German,  at  least  the  minimum 
time  suggested  in  the  Junior  High  School  Handbook  for  two 
years,  i.e.  120  minutes  weekly  in  Grades  VIII  and  IX,  so 
that  students  may  continue  at  the  "20t;  level  in  the  senior 
high  grades.   Thus  the  time  allocated  for  this  program  at 
the  junior  high  level  should  be  of  sufficient  amount  to 
permit  a  student  entering  high  school  to  continue  the  study 
of  German  at  the  "20"  level. 

NOTE : 

Teachers  teaching  a  second  language  as  a  Group  B  option 
should  consult  the  Junior  High  School  Handbook,  pages  6 
and  7.   Group  B  options  Notes  1  and  6  are  relevant  to 
its  implementation.   This  option  is  not  intended  to 
replace  the  sequential  programs  suggested  as  Group  A 
options. 


NOTE 


Although  Units  1-20  of  Verstechen  und  Sprechen   are  suggested 
for  minimum  content  in  the  Program  of  Studies  for  both  the 
Junior  High  Grades  and  Grade  X,  it  may  not  be  feasible  for 
all  classes  to  complete  all  twenty  units.   Students  completing 
at  least  15  units  of  Verstechen  und  Sprechen   should  have  no 
difficulty  using  Contemporary  German   for  German  20. 


IV.   TEACHER  REFERENCES 


Grittner,  F.M.  Teaching  Foreign  Languages.      Don  Mills.   Fitzhenry  and 
Whiteside  Ltd.,  1969. 

Lado,  R.  Language  Teaching 3   A  Scientific  Approach.      Toronto:   McGraw-Hill, 
1964. 


Parker,  D.V.  Testing  arid  Evaluation,   A  Presentation  to  the  Modern  and 
Classical  Language  Council  of  the  Alberta  Teachers'  Association, 
1969. 

Valette,  R.M.  Modern  Language  Testing 3   A  Handbook.      Don  Mills:   Longmans 
Canada  Limited,  1967. 
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